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First full 
Grades 3-8 testing 

in 3 years

2018-19 – Last full assessment administration 11,379 tested

2019-20 – Assessments cancelled due the COVID-19 Pandemic 0 tested

2020-21 – An abridged version of the assessment, optional 6,534 tested

2021-22 – Return to full test administration 10,260 tested



Grades 3-8 English Language 
Arts Assessment

• Two-day Assessment

• Computer based Testing (CBT) 

• Multiple Choice Questions

• Short-Response Questions

• Extended Response Questions



Grades 3-4 English Language Arts Test Design



Grades 5-6 English Language Arts Test Design



Grades 7-8 English Language Arts Test Design



The Learning Standards



Curriculum & Instruction 
Literacy Development

• K-6- Consistent Standards Aligned Reading Program Benchmark Advance/Adelante

• 7-8- NYSED Modules (Standards Aligned)

• Interdisciplinary Approach to Literacy

• Professional Learning Communities focused on on-going data analysis to inform teaching and learning

• Integrated Social Emotional Component

• Supplemental Resources to support and enhance differentiated teaching and learning:
• Microsoft Teams, See Saw (PreK), Achieve 3000 (3-8), NearPod Suite, Castle Learning, BrainPPO/BrainPOP Jr., iReady, IXL



Curriculum & Instruction: Reading Standards 

READING
Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, 
students must read widely and deeply from among a broad 
range of high-quality, increasingly challenging literary and 
informational texts.

By reading texts in history/social studies, science, and other 
disciplines, students build a foundation of knowledge in these 
fields that will also give them the background to be better 
readers in all content areas

To become college and career ready, students must grapple 
with works of exceptional craft and thought whose range 
extends across genres, cultures, and centuries.



Curriculum & 
Instruction: 
Writing 
Standards 

Writing

Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, 
students need to:
• learn to use writing as a way of offering and supporting 

opinions, demonstrating an understanding of the subjects 
they are studying, and conveying real and imagined 
experiences and events

• learn to appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to 
communicate clearly to an external, sometimes 
unfamiliar audience, and begin to adapt the form and 
content of their writing to accomplish a particular task 
and purpose

For students, writing is a key means of asserting and 
defending claims, showing what they know about a subject, 
and conveying what they have experienced, imagined, thought, 
and felt. To become college- and career-ready writers, 
students:
• must take the task, purpose, and audience into careful 

consideration, choosing words, information structures, 
and formats deliberately

• need to know how to combine elements of different 
kinds of writing—for example, to use narrative strategies 
within arguments and explanations within narratives—to 
produce complex and nuanced writing



Curriculum & 
Instruction: 
Language 
Standards 

LANGUAGE
Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8

Grades 3–5 To build a foundation for college and career readiness, 
students:
• must gain control over many conventions of standard 

English grammar, usage, and mechanics, as well as learn 
other ways to use language to convey meaning effectively;

• must also be able to determine or clarify the meaning of 
grade-appropriate words encountered through listening, 
reading, and media use

To become college and career ready, students:
• must have firm control over the conventions of standard 

English;
• must come to appreciate that language is at least as much 

a matter of craft as of rules and be able to choose words, 
syntax, and punctuation to express themselves and achieve 
particular functions and rhetorical effects;

• must also have extensive vocabularies built through reading 
and study, enabling them to comprehend complex texts and 
engage in purposeful writing about and conversations 
around content



Curriculum & 
Instruction: 
Speaking 
Standards 

SPEAKING
Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, 
students:
• must have ample opportunities to take part in a variety 

of rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole 
class, in small groups, and with a partner. To be 
productive members of these conversations requires 
that students contribute accurate, relevant information 
(Shift 4: Text-based Answers);

• respond to and develop what others have said; and
• make comparisons and contrasts, analyzing and 

synthesizing a multitude of ideas in various domains

To become college and career ready, students:
• must have ample opportunities to take part in a variety of 

rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole class, in 
small groups, and with a partner—built around important 
content in various domains

• must be able to contribute appropriately to these 
conversations, to make comparisons and contrasts, and to 
analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in accordance 
with the standards of evidence appropriate to a particular 
discipline.



Released Questions for 
Grades 3, 5, and 7



Released Questions  – Grade 3 Excerpt



Released Questions  – Grade 5 Excerpt



Released Questions  – Grade 7 Excerpt



In preparation 

• Simulates the Nextera testing environment
• Administration: ELA in January, Mathematics in February

Administered DataMate practice tests

• Build student stamina to sit for a 2-day assessment
• Trial run to evaluate and refine our procedures and systems to ensure a 

smooth test administration
• Gather data on our students’ strengths and challenges to inform our 

instruction before the operational assessment and design targeted 
instructions to address those needs. 

Goals:



ELA Administration: March 
29 through April 5

Overall Participation Rate: 96%
• 10,260 students tested

• 403 not tested:

• 291 students opted out (written request by parent)

• 110 students were absent for testing window including the make-up window

• 2 students had an administrative error

• Minimal challenges with the technology infrastructure (devices, wifi, etc.)

• Computer Based Testing (CBT)



Next Steps & 
timeline

Scoring of Writing Component for 
Paper-Based Administration:

• 100 Out of district, 4 in-district 
(May 5, 2022)

Data Analysis (multiple choice items 
only) to inform planning for:

• The beginning of the 2022-2023 
school year as baseline data

Summer 2022:

• conduct an analysis of the 
impact of the pandemic on our 
students’ achievement

NYSESLAT Grades 3-8 
Mathematics

Grades 4 & 8 
Science

Regents 
Examinations

4/11 - 5/20 4/26 - 5/4 5/24 - 6/6 6/1, 6/15-6/24



Thank you
We Welcome 
your questions


